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HENRY BARKLY, ESQUIRE,

GOVERNOR OF BRITISH GUIANA.

Sir,

As the arrangements for publishing these Notes did not allow me an opportunity of
asking your Excellency's permission to dedicate them to you, | now venture to do so
without it, as a slight mark of that respect and esteem for your Excellency which is felt
by the writer in common with every one interested in the progress and welfare of British
Guiana.

THE AUTHOR.
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PREFACE

IT is attempted in the following pages to direct attention, at this time, to the West India
Colonies, and in giving an impatrtial statement of the position of the Emancipated
Classes, to enlist the energies of both the Philanthropist and the Utilitarian for their
improvement; and in support of the advantages offered by Emigration to British Guiana,
for all people suffering under the accursed yoke and the unholy bondage of slavery,
where, subject to British Laws and Institutions, they may become a free, civilized and

Christian peasantry.
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DEMERARA

AFTER

FIFTEEN YEARS OF FREEDOM.

CHAPTER I.
BRITISH GUIANA
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT FROM 1580 to 1850.

BRITISH GUIANA, although the largest of our West India Colonies, is yet,
perhaps, the least known of any; even in parliament and in some of the public papers it
is occasionally called an island, whereas it forms a part, and in fact the only part, of the
entire Continent of South America which belongs to Great Britain.

This want of correct information concerning the colony may arise from our
comparatively recent acquisition of it, in 1803, and from the absence of those national
associations which are in some degree enjoyed by most of the West India Islands.
Another reason may be, that it was only in 1831, when Berbice was added to Demerara
and Essequibo, and placed under our government, that the three, at one time separate
colonies, were officially distinguished by the general name of British Guiana; Demerara,
however, being still frequently used to signify the whole.

The Atlantic Ocean washes the northern coast of the colony for a distance of 240
miles. The eastern boundary is the adjoining Dutch settlement of Surinam, in Dutch
Guiana, and the western, the wild and ill-defined limits of the Venezuelan republic; while
to the southward, or interior of the country, the British rights extend to the borders of
Brazil, embracing a territory which has been estimated at 60,000 square miles, but the
exact extent of which has never been accurately ascertained.

This “magnificent province", as it has been justly called by a former governor, is
now divided into the three counties of Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice, so named
after the three principal rivers which water them. Situated between the other two, the
county of Demerara occupies the centre of the seaboard for nearly ninety miles. To the
north-west, the county of Essequibo stretches along the coast towards the swamps and
forests of the western frontier; while to the south-east lies Berbice, separated from the
Dutch possessions by the river Corentine.

Besides the settlements on the main land, the magnificent stream of the
Essequibo, 21 miles wide at its mouth, contains a cluster of beautiful islands partially
cultivated; the largest are Wakenaam and Leguan, each from fourteen to eleven miles
in length, by two and a half in breadth; Tiger island, about half that size; Varken, or Hog
island, as long, though not so broad as Barbadoes, being twenty-one miles in one
direction, and three in the other; and Fort island, formerly the seat of Government. This
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river divides the counties of Demerara and Essequibo, and is said to owe its name to
Don Juan Esquibel, an officer under Diego Columbus.

The other rivers of British Guiana are the Pomeroon and the Barima, near the
western boundary; the Cayooni and Mazaruni, branches of the Essequibo; the smaller
streams of the Mahaica, Mahaiconi, and Abari, in Demerara; and the Canye, or Canie,
in Berbice; with their innumerable creeks and tributaries.

The capital of the colony, Georgetown, is situated in latitude 6° 49' 30" north, and
longitude 58° 11' 30" west, at the mouth of the river Demerara, which is there about
three miles wide. Essequibo has several Negro villages, but no town; Berbice, however,
having once been an independent colony, possesses the port of New Amsterdam, three
or four miles up the river Berbice, a stream of similar size to the Demerara.

The most likely person to have discovered this portion of South America was
Vicente Yanez Pinzon, a Spaniard, [ v. Appendix |.] the friend and companion of
Columbus. He sailed from Spain in December, 1499, and, steering south-west, his
ships, shortly after crossing the line, were blown by a gale to the coast of Brazil, where
the seizure of one of his boats, and the murder of eight or ten of his men by the natives,
induced him to bear up for the mouth of the Oronoco, which had been previously visited
by some of his officers. Running along the coast to the north-west, the seamen are said
to have been astonished at finding the water of the ocean so fresh that it could be
employed for the ordinary purposes of the fleet and even to fill the casks. This
circumstance, which must have been observed long before any appearance of land was
visible, led to the discovery of the river Amazon, whose powerful current repels the
waters of the Atlantic, and forces itself, pure and unmixed, for many miles into the sea.
As Pinzon, still steering for the Oronoco, sailed along the coast of Guiana, he might
have witnessed the. same phenomenon off the mouth of the Essequibo, where, also,
the immense body of water, which rushes down from the interior of the country in the
wet season, freshens the sea for a considerable distance from the shore, so that it may
be dipped and drunk alongside the coasting vessels, even when out of sight of land.

However, whether British Guiana was discovered by Pinzon, or visited by
Raleigh, is a question of little importance to the present generation of colonists. If those
daring adventurers ever landed on its shores, the probability is, that they gladly quitted
its muddy waters and mangrove swamps, streaming with musquitoes and stinging flies,
for clearer seas and more inviting lands. Indeed, to none but a Dutchman could the
country present the slightest attraction; and accordingly we are not surprised to find
that amphibious people to have been the first settlers on this part of the continent.

The records of the colony are too interesting and instructive to be passed over
without notice. [ v. Appendix 2.] They tell of trials and struggles on the part of the early
colonists, not only against the natural difficulties of a new country and hostile savages,
but also against servile insurrections, and the attacks of rival European powers; from
the last of which, at all events, emigrants of the present day are fortunately exempt.
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The earliest accounts represent that in 1580 some vessels belonging to the
inhabitants of the province of Zealand, in Holland, were despatched on a cruise, in
search of settlements and discoveries to the river Amazon, and along the shores of the
continent as far westward as the Oronoco, exactly the course taken by Pinzon eighty
years before; and that in the same year a body of these enterprising Dutchmen
established themselves on the rivers Pomeroon and Essequibo, and on the Abari
Creek. Sixteen years afterwards, those who had settled on the Essequibo were driven
from their homes by a party of Spaniards and Indians; but the Dutch commander, Joost
van Den Hoog, succeeded in gaining and keeping possession of a small island some
fifty miles up the river, on which he was fortunate enough to find shelter in the remains
of a fort, built of hewn stone, with the arms of Portugal over the gateway. This had
probably been erected by the Portuguese as an outpost to their possessions in Brazil,
and does not lead to the conclusion that this nation had ever colonized the adjacent
country.

Notwithstanding the jealousies and incursions of their enemies, the perseverance
of the Dutch eventually triumphed; for in 1613 they reported the colony of Essequibo to
be in a flourishing condition, and the government not only offered to grant four years
free and exclusive trade to whoever might discover new rivers, basins, or creeks, but
also undertook to supply the colonists with negro slaves from Africa.

The charge of fostering these infant settlements was committed to the "Dutch
West India Company,” who, in 1627, granted to Jan van Peere the exclusive right of
trading to Berbice. This adventurer, a native of Flushing, had upwards of twenty years
before attempted to open a traffic with the Indians on the Oronoco, but had been
defeated in his object by the Spaniards; and he now commenced colonizing the banks
of the Berbice river, where his speculations must have been tolerably extensive and
successful, as it will be seen that nearly a hundred years after his descendant was
called "the Proprietor" of that colony.

In 1634 the Commandeur of Essequibo sent proposals to the company relative to
the searching for gold mines on the Oronoco, a scheme which was carried out in 1851
by the Venezuelan government with but very indifferent success.

In 1657 the towns of New Zealand and New Middleburg were erected on the river
Pomeroon and the Murruca Creek; they shortly afterwards suffered from an attack by
the French, and now, after a lapse of scarcely two hundred years, their very sites are
unknown, but their ruins may yet possibly be found amidst the tangled depths of the
forests, like the long lost cities of Central America.

About this date, the settlements on the Essequibo were taken by the English, and
subsequently plundered by the French. An English vessel also sailed up the Berbice
river and attacked Fort Nassau, situated some thirty miles from the entrance, but was
repulsed; and in the following year the invaders were expelled by an expedition from
Holland.
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In 1681 the salary of the Commandeur of Essequibo was fixed at twenty-five
florins a month. Taking the florin to have been of the same value as the guilder now
current, the income of his Excellency must have been somewhat less than the ordinary
pay of a negro labourer in the present day. Five years after, the company increased the
amount to fifty florins, against which the colonists protested, as being an intolerable
burden. This appears to have been the earliest precedent on record for those
unfortunate contests regarding the salaries on the civil list, which have since become so
common in the colony. The protest, however, had little effect on the commandeur, for, in
a few years, he not only applied for an increase of salary and fees, but also for the
appointment of a "predicant,” or clergyman.

In 1712 an incident occurred, painfully illustrating the "rights of conquest." During
the war with France, Admiral De Casse, after taking Surinam, sent Baron De Mouans
with two ships to seize upon Berbice. The inhabitants submitted to pay a ransom of ten
thousand florins in cash, twenty-five thousand in merchandize, and to give a bill for one
hundred and eighty-one thousand florins, drawn by the commandeur and council on
Van Peere, of Flushing, "the proprietor" of the colony. Part of the first two items was
paid down, and as security for payment of the bill, De Mouans carried away with him the
two junior members of the council; they both, however, died, one on the passage, and
the other shortly after his arrival in France. On presentation of the bill, acceptance and
payment of it were very naturally refused, Van Peere possibly objecting to the utter
absence of anything like value received in the transaction, or to the authority of his
agents and attorneys to draw upon him for so heavy an amount. The Dutch
government, however, seem to have considered it all fair, and formally recognized the
right of the French to payment by provisionally ceding the colony to them. The protested
bill remained unpaid until the treaty of Utrecht, in 1714, and by that time must have
began to be looked upon as rather "doubtful paper,” as it was then endorsed to the
house of Van Horne and Co., of Amsterdam, on their paying sixty per cent of the
amount, the French, at the same time, handing over to that firm three-fourths of Berbice,
and restoring the other fourth to the unfortunate Van Peere.

During the next twenty years Berbice advanced with great rapidity. The
proprietors, not having sufficient means of their own to develop the resources of the
colony, formed a company, with a capital of three millions of florins, and the States
General passed regulations for supplying them with slaves from Africa, at the very low
rate of two hundred and fifty florins a head. Their high mightinesses also granted to the
colony the germ of a constitution, in which, though since ingraited to a considerable
extent with English institutions, may yet be traced the origin of the present form of
government in British Guiana.

In 1719 the Dutch West India Company contracted with a Jew named Abrahams,
to search for gold and silver in Berbice; but the project failed, and the colonists found a
more certain source of wealth in the cultivation of coffee, from seed received through M.
Courtier, the governor of Surinam, to whom, in return, they presented a saddle-horse.
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In 1735 a passage from the Amazon to the Essequibo was discovered by Silva
de Rosa, a Portuguese. He had been private secretary to the viceroy of Brazil, but
having killed a nobleman in a duel, he fled with some negroes in a canoe, and
traversing the intervening rivers and creeks, at length reached the upper branches of
the Essequibo. Four years after, Nicholas Hortman, a surgeon, was sent by the
commandeur to make discoveries in the interior of the country. He was furnished with a
boat and four free-men, and having been intimate with De Rosa, pursued the track of
the latter until he reached the Amazon, where be settled at Para, and sold the boat and
the free-men. Meeting M. De la Condamine, this unprincipled medico gave him a false
account of his voyage, which that author published. All this was proved by the four men,
who, having escaped from Para, returned to Essequibo, as they went, by the route of
De Rosa.

Hitherto the settlements had been confined chiefly to the banks of the rivers; but,
in 1741, the inhabitants, finding the alluvial soil near the sea more fertile than that which
they had first occupied, began to remove to the coast, and to engage in the cultivation
of coffee and cotton, nearly fifty years before the latter plant was introduced into the
States of America.

The rich lands of Demerara had also been entirely overlooked and neglected
until 1745, when one Andrew Pieters obtained permission to lay out plantations on the
"uninhabited river Demerara." This was to be a distinct colony; but the planters of
Essequibo were to possess for ten years the privilege of removing there on favourable
terms.

In 1763 the prosperity of Berbice was suddenly checked by a dreadful
insurrection of the slaves. Horrid acts of cruelty are stated to have been committed by
them. Fort Nassau was declared unfit to resist an attack, and Governor Hoogenheim,
with consent of his council, blew it up, the governor, garrison, and inhabitants retiring on
board the shipping in the harbor; they afterwards relanded, and made a stand; but,
although troops were sent from Surinam and St. Eustatia, it was not until the arrival of a
squadron from the Netherlands, that the insurrection was finally quelled, and
possession regained of the ruined colony.

In 1774 the capital of Demerara was established, where it now stands, at the
mouth of the river, and named Stabroek, the settlement at the same time receiving a
governor and council of its own, subordinate, however, to the Commandeur of
Essequibo.

For the next ten years the colonists were constantly complaining of the
insufficient supply of labour, of the small number of slaves brought to the colony, and of
the high prices asked for them.

In 1781, Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice were captured by Lord Rodney, who

reported them to be an acquisition of greater value to the British Empire than all of its
West India islands. The next year Colonel Kingston, who had been left in charge by the
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admiral, capitulated to the French, and among the governors appointed by them
appears the chivalrous name of the Marquis De Lusignan. The tenure of the captors,
however, was brief, as, at the peace of Paris, a few months after, the colonies were
restored to the Dutch, who, in 1789, united, under one Governor and Court of Policy,
the hitherto separate settlements of Demerara and Essequibo.

In 1796 the united colony and Berbice were again taken by a detachment of Sir
Ralph Abercrombie's forces, under the immediate command of General White, and
again restored to the Dutch at the peace of Amiens, in 1802.

During the seven years they remained masters of these colonies, the English
appear to have discovered their value and importance, for, immediately on the breaking
out of war in 1808, they were taken possession of by that nation for the third and last
time, and have ever since formed a humble portion of the British empire. The
consequences of this change of rulers were soon perceptible. The name of the capital
was altered from Stabroek to Georgetown; the slave trade was abolished; St. George's
church, the earliest episcopalian place of worship erected in the colony, and since
constituted the cathedral of the diocese, was opened, and a clergyman provided:
previous to this, a sermon on Sunday from the garrison chaplain, in a long room, had
satisfied the spiritual wants of the inhabitants of Demerara.

In 1812 the courts of justice for Essequibo, which had still continued to be held at
Fort island up that river, were removed to Georgetown; and in 1652, after a lapse of
exactly forty years, they have been re-established in that county for the trial of all
criminal cases.

About 1817 the cultivation of cotton, hitherto the staple of the colony, began
rapidly to decline. The British planters were unable to compete with those of America,
who still enjoyed the advantages of the slave trade; the abolition of which in the British
colonies had greatly increased the value of labour and the cost of production. In a few
years, the quantity of cotton exported from our possessions became so trifling as to
render its protection by fiscal regulations no longer expedient, and it was quickly driven
out of the market; at present not a single bale is grown in British Guiana. The sugar-
cane, which was introduced to supply the place of the cotton plant, is, in its turn, now
undergoing a similar decline, and from nearly the same causes. A few years hence, it
may possibly be told, how the planters of Guiana, having been unable to compete with
the slave owners of Cuba and Brazil, had been compelled to abandon their plantations,
and how sugar had consequently ceased to be exported from the colony.

By a registration of the slaves in 1817, their numbers were found to be 101,712,
including those in Berbice; and the free population was computed to amount to 8,000
persons.

In 1823 an insurrection occurred on the east coast of Demerara. The cause of it

is stated to have been the omission on the part of the Governor, General Murray, to
communicate to the negroes the substance of Mr. Canning's resolutions "for
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ameliorating the condition of the slaves," which had passed the House of Commons in
the early part of that year. Some head men on the estates, however, obtained
information from a servant of the governor, that "something had been done in England
for them" and under that impression formed a plot, with one Jack Gladstone as its
leader, for the purpose of demanding and taking their immediate freedom. In pursuance
of their object, they committed several murders and excesses; but martial law having
been proclaimed, and the most vigorous measures taken by the authorities, order was
quickly restored, and the colony saved from destruction, for there is no doubt that the
slaves in other districts were in communication with those on the east coast, and only
waiting for the slightest appearance of success on their part to have risen and carried
fire and bloodshed throughout the entire country.

On the 21st of July, 1831, Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice were formed into
one colony, under the name of British Guiana.

In 1830 and 1832, orders in council were sent out, considerably abridging the
authority of the masters over their slaves, but making no practical provisions for
teaching the duties and responsibilities of free men to a people who had grown up in a
state of the most childlike dependence and ignorance. Consequently, when parliament
decided that slavery should cease, it, at the same time, decreed that the negroes should
undergo a probation, or, as it was called, "an apprenticeship” - handicraftsmen and
domestic servants for a term of four years, and agricultural labourers for six.

The number of slaves in British Guiana for whom compensation was claimed was
82,824; and their value, according to an appraisement based on the average sales of
the eight preceding years, amounted to £9,489,559. The amount of compensation
actually paid was £4,494,989. It must be acknowledged, even by those who suffered
most from such a confiscation of their property, that this forced composition of nine and
sixpence in the pound, having once been determined upon, was carried out in the most
business-like manner by the British Government, and the money immediately paid.

On the 1st of August, 1834, the "apprenticeship” commenced, and a more idle
and insubordinate set of apprentices probably never tormented their masters. With no
little trouble they were kept within bounds for four years, until 1838, when the exertions
of influential societies in England to hasten the freedom of the negroes, and the natural
impatience of the people themselves to be out of their time and to set up as freemen on
their own account, made it evident to the colonists that it would be extremely difficult, if
not impossible, any longer to continue the term of probation; and an ordinance was
passed by the local legislature, fully and freely discharging from their apprenticeship all
those persons who, by the imperial act, were yet liable to serve for a further period of
two years.

It was interesting to observe the first effects of uncontrolled freedom. The
negroes at once assumed, as much as possible, the manners of the white man. A shirt
and a high stock, a pair of shoes carried in one hand, and an umbrella in the other,
which had once been considered the correct costume on a Sunday, quickly received the
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decorous addition of a pair of trousers and a coat; satins and ribbons of the gayest hues
adorned the other sex; horses and vehicles of every kind came into common use; costly
entertainments prevailed; and houses and lands were purchased by the negroes in the
best parts of the colony. But, as time rolled on, the freed man found that these luxuries
were only to be obtained by money, the reward of steady toil and honest industry. He
considered them dear at that price, and quietly resigned them for ruder and less
expensive pleasures. Emulation ceased, and a rapid reaction commenced towards that
idle and savage state of life, which, in reality, was more agreeable and congenial to his
untaught nature. Perhaps by a perusal of the following pages some opinion may be
formed of the results of emancipation, as they have affected the interests both of the
slaves and of their masters.

Though the former class has not at all advanced in the scale of civilization, it has
undoubtedly achieved a position of rude ease and stubborn independence, in
comparison with which the condition of the peasantry of Britain is one of endless toil and
galling servitude. To the colonists the consequences may be easily conceived by a
glance at a statement compiled in 1850 from official documents:-

Return of Crops made in British Guiana in 1829 and 1849

YEAR No. of I_Esta}tes Pounds of Pounds of Pounds of
in Cultivation Sugar made Coffee made Cotton made
1829 (Slavery) 404 103,898,617 9,230,486 1,596,171
1849 (Freedom 196 60,811,815 91,056 none

The number of Estates brought to sale under Writs of Execution,
from 1839 to 1849, was 173.
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CHAPTER II.

Productions of the colony - aboriginal inhabitants - climate - city of georgetown -
geological formation - drainage, natural and mechanical.

Although the exports of the colony are at present confined to the produce of the
sugar-cane and a small quantity of coffee, with an occasional ship-load of timber, yet its
resources are almost innumerable. The long and varied list of valuable articles which
were sent to the Exhibition of 1851 may serve to show the treasures of this neglected
country. Gold was formerly known to exist in the interior of Guiana, and it has recently
(in 1852) been re-discovered in considerable quantities on the upper Essequibo. But it
is not to the precious metals that the colonist looks for wealth. He seeks it rather in the
inexhaustible fertility of the soil, and the spontaneous productions of the forests, and
there would he find it more abundantly than even in the region of the gold fields, were
he only freely permitted to procure the labour necessary to assist his energy and
enterprise.

Besides the cane yielding as much sugar as in any other country, coffee equal to
that of Arabia, and cotton of so fine a quality as only to be excelled by that of the
celebrated " sea island," the moist lands of Guiana give within a few weeks two
reapings of the finest rice from a single sowing. Tobacco grows luxuriantly, and by the
slightest exertion three crops of corn may be obtained from the same field in one year:
while month after month the plantain and banana throw out their heavy branches of
nutritious food, almost without care or culture. The forests abound with durable and
costly woods for ship-building and furniture making. Dyes and drugs and the rarest
gums are wasted, merely from the absence of hands to collect them.

The aboriginal inhabitants of the colony consist of five tribes of Indians, a copper-
coloured, straight-haired race, and evidently members of the one great family which is
met with throughout the entire American continent. Formerly, when slavery existed, they
were found to be useful allies and auxiliaries of the planters, in capturing runaway
negroes who had fled to the "bush," and they were then conciliated and kept in pay by
annual presents; but now that their services are no longer required, these subsidies
have been withheld. They still, however, enjoy the protection of certain officers charged
with the superintendence of rivers and creeks, who, while they look after the rights of
the crown on the ungranted lands, at the same time prevent any acts of oppression or
injustice on the part of the wood-cutters and squatters towards the Indians, and also, as
far as possible, all quarrels among the different tribes and families. Nor is the spiritual
welfare of these people neglected; numerous schools and missions having been
established by the Bishop, for their instructiun, in the remotest portions of the diocese.

It is difficult to ascertain correctly the number of aborigines within the British
territory, scattered as they are over an immense tract of forest land, impenetrable to any
but themselves, gliding along the narrow creeks in their "wood skins," or threading their
way through the still narrower bush paths, invisible to any save an Indian's eye; they
may, however, be estimated as amounting to about ten thousand persons. They are an
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inoffensive and indolent people, occasionally assisting the wood-cutters of the interior,
and more rarely coming out in small parties to the estates, where their services are
given to clear the canals and trenches from weeds, or to cut down "bush”; but they
cannot be induced to handle the hoe or the spade, the use of which is looked upon as a
degrading occupation, only fitted for negroes, to whom they consider themselves a far
superior race. Neither do they ever remain above two or three months at work; as soon
as the failure of their crops, or other pressing necessity which induced them to labour
for a season, is overcome, they immediately return to their forest homes and their free
life. These Indians display considerable skill in making various articles of a fine kind of
basket-work, or rather weaving with reeds, ornamented with arabesque patterns, and
also in the manufacture of porous water jars and other vessels.

Though several degrees nearer the equator than any of the East India
Presidencies, the climate of Guiana is not hotter than that of Calcutta; the mean
temperature of each being about 79°, but in the former the heat of the sun is so
agreeably tempered by a constant sea breeze, as to render unnecessary the eastern
luxuries of punkas and other artificial modes of cooling the air. The sun rises and sets
all the year round within a few minutes of six o'clock, and for a couple of hours before
and after these periods, there cannot be a more delightful climate in the world; indeed,
on the sea-coast the weather is seldom at any time warmer than on a July day in
London.

Where perpetual verdure exists, the only division of seasons is into those of wet
and dry. May, June, and July constitute the very wet season; and December and
January the lighter one; the other months are fine with occasional showers, excepting
September and October, which are dry and sultry. The quantity of rain [v. Appendix 3.]
which falls during the year in Guiana is very considerable, and in so low and level a
country is a subject of daily importance. The annual average fall is about 100 inches,
and when it is recollected that the average in England during the same period does not
exceed 30 inches, some idea may be formed of a tropical wet season.

The dreadful earthquakes and hurricanes which so often lay waste other parts of
the West Indies are happily unknown in Guiana. While buildings are levelled with the
earth, and vessels are driven on shore in the neighbouring islands, the same storm
passes harmless over the low lands of the continent, scarcely moving the heads of the
palm trees, or ruffling the surface of the sea.

Before proceeding to describe the country districts, the city of Georgetown
deserves a few words, as being perhaps the prettiest town in the West Indies. It is
situated on the east bank of the river Demerara, at the entrance of which is "The Fort,"
as it is called, but which looks like a green field, with a few guns pointing towards the
sea, and a house or two for a single officer and a dozen artillery-men. Sailing up, the
next most striking object is a lofty light-house, and then the town itself, laid out with wide
streets or roads intersecting each other at right angles, perfectly level and well
macadamized. The houses are of wood, with open verandahs in front, and neatly
painted in cool and quiet colours: they are shaded by the graceful palm and cocoa-nut,
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and almost hidden among orange and other trees, intermingled with clumps of sweet-
scented shrubs, each within its own grounds, and presenting altogether rather the
appearance of a collection of villas than that of a town. The street along the river side,
where all the stores and shops are situated, and where business is chiefly transacted,
however, forms an exception - there everything is plain, bare, and business-like. The
ships lie alongside the wharves, or a short distance in the stream, which is also crowded
with innumerable smaller vessels engaged in the island trade, or in bringing produce
from the more distant estates.

The Hall of the Legislative Council, the Courts of Justice, the Custom-house, the
Treasury, and all other public offices are most conveniently established in one building
of considerable extent and architectural pretension, with shady porticoes and marble-
paved galleries or verandahs supported on cast-iron columns. A cathedral, several
churches, liberally maintained hospitals for the poor of the colony and for the merchant
shipping, elegant and commodious barracks, and the neatest market-place in the West
Indies, with an ice-house, complete the principal public edifices of Georgetown. The
population, about 25,000 in number, is composed of men of almost every clime and
colour. The English merchant, sun-burnt and yellow as the gold he is in search of, the
Scotch planter from the estates, with a face of the most brilliant carmine, and natives
and immigrants exhibiting every shade, from the faintest tinge of olive to the deepest
black, meet the stranger at every step: nor is variety of dress and language wanting to
complete the picture. The Coolie from India in his bright coloured muslins and graceful
turban, the unwashed immigrant from Madeira, the native negro enviably cool in shirt
and trousers alone, the recently arrived African looking well in an elaborately tatooed
skin, and the Indian from the interior with the scantiest quantity of clothing imaginable,
mingle with Europeans in white jackets and linen shooting-coats.

Little can be said of the comfort or economy of living in Georgetown. Indifferent
butchers meat is to be obtained at eight pence to a shilling a pound, with a tolerable
supply of native vegetables; but fish and poultry are both scarce and dear. Occasionally
a vessel arrives from the United States with a cargo of fresh provisions packed in ice,
comprising almost everything, but all possessing a most unnatural flavour. To the bon
vivant, however, Demerara possesses one redeeming trait, for probably in no part of the
world can the vintage of Madeira be drunk in such perfection; and this apparently arises
not so much from the superior quality of the wine, which at the same time is generally to
be had of the best vintages, as from some peculiarity of climate, which draws forth and
matures all the choicest features of that particular production of the grape.

The colonized parts of British Guiana bear about the same proportion to its entire
area as one hem of a handkerchief does to the whole square of cambric or silk, being
merely a narrow strip along the sea-coast, and for a few miles up the rivers, including a
portion of the islands in the Essequibo. The soil of the colony may be divided into three
strata, each bearing evidence of a distinct formation. The most recent is the rich alluvial
land of the coast, extending from low water mark to a distance of five or six miles inland,
where it is hounded by a flat narrow reef of sand running exactly parallel with the
present line of coast. Against this reef, which once formed the shore of the Atlantic, and
on which sea-shells have been found, and the remains of stranded vessels, and
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anchors eaten through with rust, the sea has within a comparatively recent period
deposited banks of mud and vegetable matter, washed down by the rivers of the
continent; thus forming a delta of the richest possible soil, when reclaimed from the
tides by embankments, and freshened by a few seasons of tropical rains. Running
parallel to this first reef, at irregular distances, varying from ten to twenty miles, is a
second and higher range, composed of coarse white sand, this also at a period yet
more remote was probably washed by the waves of the Atlantic. In the wet seasons, the
intermediate tract between these two reefs becomes the bed of extensive savannahs,
for the creeks being then unable to carry off the torrents of rain which fall, overflow their
level banks and inundate the surrounding country to the depth of five or six feet. On the
return of dry weather the waters gradually subside, leaving behind a thick layer of
decayed grasses and aquatic plants which had floated and flourished on their surface,
producing in time a vegetable mould of considerable thickness. Large patches of these
savannahs are sometimes completely covered with the broad shining leaves and
brilliant white blossoms of the water-lily; and it was on one of these spots, far up the
Berbice river, that Sir Robert Schomburgk discovered that splendid species the Victoria
Regia.

Beyond this belt are swampy plains intersected by sand reefs, and extending to
the mountainous regions of the interior.

Although, as a general fact, the most recent alluvial deposit may be considered
as now in the course of returning to the ocean that created it, yet the causes which
produced this, the most fertile portion of the continent, are daily occurring on a smaller
and less permanent scale. It is evident from the surveys and charts of many plantations
made not more than sixty years ago, that even in that space of time, upwards of a mile
of what once was solid land under cultivation, is now a portion of the sea where ships
may sail: while in other places, on the contrary, deposits of mud and vegetable matter
are forming along the shore, from the washing away of other parts of the coast, and
from the debris of the rivers, and gradually becoming raised above the ordinary level of
the tides, the floating seeds of the Courida, ( Avicennia nitida,) immense forests of
which fringe the entire shore, being carried and left on these flats by some extraordinary
tide, in a few months shoot up into dense plantations, binding together the new made
earth with their net-like roots. In the same manner creeks and smaller streams become
filled up, and their former courses are only to be traced by narrow marshy veins of land
winding through the estates.

"Sic toties versa es, Fortuna locorum.

Vidi ego, quod fuerat quondam solidissima tellus,
Ease fretum: vidi factas ex sequore terras:

Et procul a pelago conchee jacuere marinee:

Et vetus inventa est in montibus anchora summis.
Quodque fuit campus, vallem decursus aquarum
Fecit: et eluvie mons est deductus in aequor :
Eque paludosa siccis humus aret arenis"

Ovid Met., lib. xv.
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The face of places and their forms decay,

And what was solid land is now the sea ;

Seas in their turn, retreating from the shore,

Make solid land what ocean was before.

And far from strands are shells of fishes found,

And rusty anchors fixed in mountain ground.

And what were fields before, now washed and worn
By falling floods from hills to vallies turn,

And, crumbling, still descend to level lands,

And lakes and trembling bogs are barren sands.

When the land begins to wash away on any part of the coast, considerable
labour and expense are entailed upon the proprietor, who is then compelled to retreat
more inland, and to make new sea-dams, sluices, and roads; and even, sometimes, to
erect new buildings, as the sea swallows up the old ones, or else, at immense cost, to
maintain a daily struggle against the waves, in which he is certain to be eventually
defeated. Instances of this may be seen in the present enormous outlay by the
Ordnance Department to preserve Fort William Frederick at the mouth of the Demerara
river, and in the endeavours of the Colonial Government to save the jail in Essequibo,
with its few inmates, - from being washed into the Atlantic.

The estates, or plantations, are laid out in parallelograms on the first belt of coast
land, and for a short distance up the rivers. The original grants or concessions were
limited to a "facade," or frontage to the sea, of 100 rods, extending backwards 750 rods,
comprising 250 acres of land, (the Dutch rod in use being 12 feet 4 inches.) As two-
thirds of this are brought under cultivation, the owner has the right of "poldering,” or
taking in 250 acres in addition, by continuing his lines still further inland, and so on
again as far as he may require; an annual land-tax of about two-pence an acre being
payable to the Colonial Treasury. At the present time, two or more of these grants are
frequently owned by one person, and form extensive properties.

The surface of the land being perfectly level, and lying from three to four feet
below high-water mark of spring tides, it is necessary to secure each estate against
inundation by a strong dam or embankment in front. A similar erection at the back or
inland boundary, as well as one on each side, are also requisite to keep off the
immense body of water accumulated in the savannahs during the wet seasons, and
which, if not thus repelled, would rush down to the sea, sweeping everything before it.
Where the estates are contiguous, and the front and back dams of one, adjoin those of
the next, as they generally do, the perfect maintenance of the side lines becomes less
imperative, But the state of his other dams is at all times a planter's first and constant
care: not the slightest hole or leakage is allowed to exist in them; and, by the law of the
land, their wilful injury is considered felony. Inside, and at the foot, of these dams are
trenches twelve to eighteen feet wide, and five feet deep, running round the whole
plantation, into which smaller trenches and open drains convey the water that falls upon
the land. These large trenches discharge their contents into the sea through one or
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more sluices, or "kokeis," as they are called, the doors of which are opened as the tide
ebbs, and shut against the returning flood. The natural outfall at extreme low water of
spring tides, is only between five and six feet below the surface of the land, and at
neaps not more than one or two feet; and this fall, trifling as it is, must be gained by a
long deep channel cut through the land in front of the sluices.

It frequently happens that even this scanty outfall is totally and completely
stopped up by shifting banks of the muddy deposit before mentioned, or by sand and
shells, or by floating masses of vegetable matter called "pegass." Of these obstructions
the mud is by far the most serious, as it is impossible to remove it. A mass of it is
formed or deposited for a mile or two out at sea up to the very doors of the sluices, and
spreading eight or ten miles along the coast, as the action of the waves gradually
carries it nearer and nearer to the shore, this mass or bank of mud becomes as high as
the cultivated lands of the estates, varying in consistency from the thickness of treacle
to that of tar; and of course stopping the entire drainage. The rain now descends in
torrents to the depth of three or four inches a day, and the surface of the estate is soon
a sheet of water, over which a canoe may be paddled: in time, the sun shines forth
fiercely, heating the water, and actually boiling up the inundated cane plants. The
planter from the very commencement of the rain has summoned his people at every
tide, at noonday or at midnight, and plunged them up to their necks in this muddy mass.
Fifty or a hundred men are seen, attempting to push it aside, or before them, so as to
admit of even a small discharge from the sluices, but all in vain; it closes round them
like thick pea-soup round a spoon dipped into the tureen, and as far as the eye can
reach to seaward, nothing is to be seen but a smooth dazzling flat of mud, with here and
there a flock of the brilliant scarlet ibis wading and feeding upon the firmer parts. As the
flood-tide comes in, the planter and his workmen return home, weary and dispirited; the
former to contemplate his ruined fields, and if a poor man, perhaps to consider where
he shall find a sufficient number of dollars to pay for all this labour in vain. Daily and
nightly for weeks are these unsuccessful endeavours to “force drainage" continued and
even Sunday sometimes brings no day of rest. At length the mud-bank is nearly washed
ashore, a passage is opened through the small quantity remaining in front of the sluices,
the doors are lifted, and out rushes the long pent-