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FOREWORD 
 

It is indeed gratifying to see the 1952 issue of the St. StanisIaus Magazine 
making its appearance on schedule - the occasion of the Annual Dinner. Everyone who 
has had experience in the preparation of a magazine of this nature would be aware of 
the considerable amount of work involved on the part of those persons  responsible for 
obtaining the news items, articles, and advertisements, which comprise the magazine. 
This year we are once again greatly indebted to Fr. B. Scannell, S.J., Hon. John 
Fernandes, Mr. Jerome de Freitas and Mr. John Fernandes Jnr., for the willing and 
most efficient manner in which they have accomplished these tasks. Our appreciation is 
due also to those persons who kindly contributed articles, to the firms who once again 
gave us advertisements, and to the Chronicle for their help in printing the Magazine. 
 

The year 1962 has been a good one for the Association. Attendances at the 
meetings of the various groups have shown a great improvement, and it is to be hoped 
that these will be maintained. It is debatable whether the innovation of socials after the 
meetings had any bearing in this direction,- what do you think? 

 
The year has been a good one for the College also. We have seen the 

completion of the New Wing, and most important we have seen good progress made 
towards reducing the debt on same. However, there is still a substantial amount owing, 
and I appeal to every member of the Association to do his utmost in every way possible 
to clear this debt within the coming year. 
 

I could not complete this foreword without making special reference to the latest 
blessing of all which the College has received during the past year - ~ success of the 
motion of the Hon. John Fernandes in the Legislative Council which the College has 
obtained the much needed grant from Government. Once again the Hon. John 
Fernandes has achieved what was universally concerned ,the impossible, and once 
again the College and the Association find themselves indebted beyond words to this 
good gentleman. To him, I say a hearttfelt "thank you," on your and on my own behalf. 
 

CECIL F. DE CAIRES, 
President. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

This number of the Magazine is a "Souvenir Number" of the Official Opening 
of the New Wing. 

As the Official opening is on November 5th and the Magazine comes out on 
November 13th, the Feast of St. Stanislaus, there is not much time. However we have 
sent to the Press advance copies of the Programme, the speech of Very Rev. Fr. GuilIy 
and my own School Report; we hope to be able to add at least a synopsis of the speech 
of H.E. the Officer Administering the Government and the Vote of Thanks of Hon. John 
Fernandes. 

Two of the outstanding events of the year are the building of the New Wing with 
its official opening (though we have already occupied it for a term and a half) and the 
success of the Motion of Hon. John Fernandes recommending to Government that a 
subsidy be granted to the College. Extracts from the debate on this motion are included 
in the Magazine. 

For many years now  Mr. Clement Yhap has contributed "Personal touchô, 

delightful notes and witty comments on Old Boys. This year he is in England. The 
President, Mr. Cecil de Caires, is doing his best to supply 'a substitute for Mr. Yhap's 
inimitable contribution: but he has not been used to this task and he has not been 
compiling notes throughout the year, as Mr. Yhap obviously did. Both the President and 
myself crave pardon for any notable omissions there may be. 

This year, for the first time, I have included my own School Report in the 
Magazine; it covers much of the matter which I used to include in the "Reflections" on 
the various items at the beginning of the College Section, so those items will be omitted. 

I hope that all readers of the Magazine  are also readers of the Catholic 
Standard; I feel I need not repeat all the things I have said in College Causerie during 
the past twelve months. I do wish to repeat, however, a very hearty thank you to all who 
helped with "Wonderland" this year. All helpers were invited to the official opening as a 
token of gratitude. We cleared $4,000 on Wonderland and we had previously cleared 
$1,225 on the Bingo Drive. Parents and boys owe a great debt of gratitude to the St. 
Stanislaus Association: on their behalf and on our own we say once more "Thank you," 
We have often said "Thank You" in the past; the encouraging thing is that we know we 
can go on saying the same oftener still in the future as the years roll by. 

For many years now, Fr.. Adamson bas looked after all the College accounts. 
Early this September he was taken seriously ill and spent a long time in hospital. 
Inevitably, at the beginning, the burden of the work fell on me, and I found it impossible 
to get the complete bills out before the end of September, so I sent out the bills for 
Tuition and the following month sent out the bills for books. It was the best I could do 
under the circumstances and I apologise for any inconvenience. Though Fr. Adamson is 
now back home once more, he cannot undertake the work he used to do. I am very 
grateful for all his help, and cannot but feel that no one will be able to keep the accounts 
as well as he has been doing for very many years. 
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PROGRAMME 

 

 
RETROSPECT                                            Very Rev. R. L. Guilly, S.J., O.B.E., M.A. 

Superior of the Society of Jesus. 
 
 

Official Opening of The New Wing 
 
 

His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, 
Hon. JOHN GUTCH, C.M.G., O.B.E. 

 
 

Blessing of The New Wing 
His Lordship BISHOP GEORGE WELD. S.J., D.D 

 
 

Report of the School Year, 1951 - 1952 
Rev. B. Scannell. S.J., M.A. 

 

Distribution of Prizes by His Excellency 
 
 

Vote of Thanks          Hon. John Fernandes, 

Chairman, College Aid Committee 
St. Stanislaus Association. 

 
 

College Hymn 
 
 

 

*  * * * 
 
 

God Save the Queen! 
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THE BLESSING OF A SCHOOL 
 
V. Peace be to this House.  R. And to all who dwell herein. 
V. Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 
R. Who made Heaven and Earth. 
V. The Lord be with you.   R. And with thy spirit. 

 
LET US PRAY 

 
O LORD Jesus Christ who commanded thy Apostles to invoke the blessing of peace on 
any house they ·enter, sanctify + through our ministry. we beseech Thee, this building 
dedicated to the training of youth. Pour forth upon it the fullness of thy  blessing and of 
thy peace. Let that fullness be for its pupils a means of salvation, as it was to the House 
of  Zachaeus when Thou didst enter it. Bid thy Angels guard it and drive away  from it all 
power of the enemy. Fill those who teach herein with the spirit of  knowledge. of wisdom 
and of thy fear. Grant to its pupils they heavenly grace that what is taught them for their 
benefit, they may grasp and ever recall and practice. And may all who dwell herein 
please thee  by the practice of every virtue and deserve one day to be received one day 
into the  eternal dwelling of  heaven. Through Thee, Jesus Christ, the Saviour of  the 
World, who  livest and reignest God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE NEW WING 
 

The New Wing contains six classrooms with desk-space for about 190 pupils. When  
funds permit, the ground floor will  be completed and new Physics and Chemistry Labs 
will be installed to replace the present single laboratory in the Old Wing. 
 
                                     FINANCIAL POSITION 
Expenditure 
Cost of the New Wing to date _                                                        $36,400 APPROX 
Cost of reconstruction of the Toilets                                                     1,300 
                                                                                                         $37,700 
Building Fund 
Previously in hand                                                                             $10,700 
Subscriptions                                                                                         6,000 
Wonderland                                                                                            4,000 
Bingo, Raffle, Credits, &c.                                                                      3,000                    
                                                                                                           $23,700 
                          Debt still remaining                                                $14,000 
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HISTORICAL NOTE 
 

The Fathers of the Society of Jesus founded their first School in Georgetown as 
far back as 1866. The school .was discontinued after a time, but it was restarted in 1880 
as the Catholic Grammar School. This name was changed to St. Stanislaus College in 
1907. 
 

Classes were held at first under the Cathedral Presbytery of that period and 
about 1897 a new school was built to the East of the Cathedral. During this period the 
average number of pupils was 55. The present site was bought in two lots in 1907 land 
1910. At first. classes were held in a house at the Eastern end and numbers at one time 
reached 100. In 1928 the main portion of the present building was constructed, and the 
Physics and Chemistry Laboratory was set up in 1934. 
 

Since the completion of the new building, there has been a steady increase in 
numbers. There were 137 boys at the College in 1935, 217 in 1939, 280 in 1946, the 
300 mark was reached in 1950, and with the completion of the New Wing, the present 
number is 373. 
 

Former Pupils of the College have attained distinction in the Colony· and abroad. 
They are to be found in the Legislative Council and in many responsible positions in 
Government Service. They are well represented in the Professions- in the Church, in 
Medicine, in Law and in Engineering and they occupy prominent positions in the 
Commercial World. The respect in which they are held testifies to the sound moral ·and 
intellectual training given them by the College.  

 
Pupils of the College have won the Guiana Scholarship on five occasions and 

Scholarship Standard has been attained time and time again in recent years. The 
Demerara Life Medical Scholarship to the University College of the West Indies was 
won in 1951 and a Colony Exhibition in 1950.  

 
The College has aimed at, and has achieved, a high standard in the School 

Certificate (now the General Certificate of Education Ordinary Level) and Physics and 
Chemistry, including practical work, are taken up to this standard.  
 

The future is full of promise as there are 61 Scholarship-Holders in the School.  
1
 

 
The College has a proud record at Cricket and Football, and Old Boys have 

played for the West Indies as well as many times for the Colony. Several 

                                                
1 NOTE: 29 Government Scholars, 2 Blair, 2 Centenary, 2 Kitty, 2 Jackson Memorial, 3 

St. Stanislaus College Association, 3 Portuguese Association, 1 KiIIion Memorial 
Exhibition, 3 J. P. Santos & Co., Ltd.,.1 WiIIiam Fogarty Ltd., 1 D'Aguiar Bros Ltd, 1 
Central Garage and 14 scholarships provided by the College itself. 

 



thousand dollars have been spent in improving the College Snorts Ground by the 
Seawall, and a pavilion was erected there, through the good offices of the St. 
Stanislaus College Association, in 1950. 
 

No historical note about the College would be complete without a reference to 
the St. Stanislaus College Association which was founded in 1942. Its declared object is 
not only to promote social and cultural activities among its members but also to help the 
College to meet its heavy financial burden. Since 1943 the Association has raised at 
least $30,000.00 to meet the heavy annual deficit there has been in the running of the 
College and to help to pay for the New Wing. 
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 RETROSPECT 
 

VERY REV. R. L. GUILLY, S.J., O.B.E., M.A.; 
Superior of the Society of Jesus. 

 
This last twelve months has been a period of Official Openings including those of 

such notable projects as the New General Post Office and the New Queen's College, 
the Ruimveldt Housing Scheme and Block III on the Corentyne.  Our new project is a 
very small one compared with such others, but I would ask you to bear in mind that 
while these other great projects, have been financed by the Public Purse of' the Colony, 
ours has been a voluntary effort, undertaken by a private body and financed by private 
funds and voluntary subscriptions. And when we consider all that has been put into St. 
Stanislaus College, as it stands today, I feel that the College can claim a very worthy 
place among the other voluntary efforts in the Colony and that it is something in which 
We may take a very just pride. 

 
You will see something of the history of the College on the back of your 

programme and you will notice how rapid has, been the increase in the number of boys 
since the building of what was then the New College in 1928. For a number of years, 
therefore, plans have been on foot to extend the College Building and a sketch was 
actually drawn of a proposed extension about ten years ago. In those days it was hoped 
to build a Hall as well as providing new laboratories and extra class-room space. But it 
became clear, as time went on, that the paramount need was for greatly increased 
class-room space and the idea of Hall had to be abandoned, at least for the present, for 
sheer lack of funds. 

 
Negotiations for a change of site delayed the start for many months but these 

negotiations eventually came to nothing, and the task of preparing the plans of the new 
building were entrusted to Messrs. Mence and Moore, Chartered Architects, early in 
1951. The new building was begun by the H. A. Amo Contracting Company in the 
foIlowing August and after a very difficult eight months during which the voices of the 
Staff had to compete with the concrete mixer and the carpenters' hammers, the New 
Wing was completed and occupied at once in April of this year. 

 
It was not possible to have an Official Opening at once. The stress of the coming 

examinations was too great and finishing touches had to he put to the building. But 
though there has been this delay, we have been anxious to have such an opportunity as 
this publicly to thank those who have cooperated with us in our task and also to let them 
see what has been achieved with their help. We have to thank the Architect for a very 
dignified building, neat and practical in its planning, and the contractors for a very solid 
structure. 
 

The new building, as you see, consists mainly of six new class-rooms providing 
about 190 desk places. As we limit our classes to just over thirty, the class rooms have 
been designed for classes of this size. The ground-floor remains as yet incomplete, but 
it is designed to house a new Chemistry Laboratory and a new Physics Laboratory, 



when funds become available. That will enable us to transfer the present Laboratory 
from the Old Wing and to use the extra accommodation thus created to enlarge our 
Assembly Room on the ground-floor of the Old Wing and to provide a small chapel 
opening into it. 
 

During the period before the New Wing was completed we had had to improvise 
accommodation and two classes had had to seek the hospitality of the Chinese 
Association. Now the days of improvisation are over and we have been able to provide 
a larger Staff-Room, a Library and more suitable accommodation for the Sixth Form. 
Nevertheless, despite the opening of the new and enlarged Queen's College, we have 
had so many applications for admission to the College these last two years, that we 
have had to refuse some 60% of those who have applied. But to accept them we would 
not only have required more accommodation. We would have needed, too, a very much 
larger staff, and for the present financial considerations make such increase impossible. 
 

So far we have spent on the New Wing about $36,400.00. To meet this 
we had in hand about $10,700.00 in the original building-fund which had been 
put aside over a :period of some years. Donations, the Wonderland Fair, a Bingo, 
various credits etc. have brought in rubout $13,000.00, so the debt on the New 
Wing itself is still about $12,700.00. But to this must be added additional 
expenditure of $1,300.00 undertaken during the recent vacation to reconstruct 
the Toilets. If we have much to be grateful for, then, we have still a long way to 
go to clear off the whole debt; and it is something which must be done by voluntary 
effort as the College can never hope to make any profit and every cent of 
the Government Subsidy is needed to meet ordinary current expenditure. 
 

I spoke a moment or two ago of the just pride we can feel in our buildings. But 
this seems the place to emphasize that the most substantial contribution made .by the 
College to Secondary Education in the Colony consists, not in the buildings, costly 
though they may have been, but in the fact that the College provides, year after year, a 
fist class secondary education at fees which would be quite impossible under ordinary 
circumstances. If, for example, salaries commensurate with their qualifications had to be 
paid to the Fathers teaching at the College according to the Queen's College scale, 
additional income of more than $17,000.00 would have to be found each year. And the 
lay-staff, too, are working for salaries far below their merits. Though we look for higher 
qualifications than those required for the Government Clerical Service, we are at 
present quite unable to pay salaries comparable with the Government Clerical 
Service Scale. 
 

I make no apology, then, for the fact that the interior of the Old Wing so obviously 
requires complete repainting. Much though we would have liked to undertake this work, 
we have felt that it was more important to give the lay staff  the best salaries we could 
rather than undertake this expense. We hope, however,  to commence painting the Old 
Wing bit by bit, next year, and I would like to  take this opportunity of thanking Messrs. 
Hubbuck & Son, Limited, who have done so much to make this possible by giving us a 
most generous discount. For four centuries now the Fathers of the Society of Jesus 



have been playing a 1eading part in the work of education. The Society has founded 
Colleges in Europe, in India, and other parts of the East, in North and South America, in 
Africa and in Australia. There are in Universities and Colleges of the Society :today 
more than 420,000 pupils. The English Province of the Society, to which the Fathers in 
British Guiana belong, besides the work it undertakes at Oxford and London 
Universities, is responsible for the Colleges of Stonyhurst, Beaumont and Mount 
St.Mary's together with six day-schools in the United Kingdom and two other Colleges in 
South Africa. 
 

It is in this tradition that St. Stanislaus College has been founded and it is; our 
aim to be true to the traditions of our Society by providing the hest moral and intellectual 
training that we can in our circumstan0es, yet in few Colleges of the Society throughout 
the world can there be a task as difficult as ours. Throughout its history, St. Stanislaus 
has had to struggle continually to make ends meet. For a number of years, the College 
Association raised money to meet the deficit in the running expenses. This last year we 
have received a Government Subsidy of $5,000.00, and I am glad to take this 
opportunity of thanking Government publicly for their help. 
 

But I would not like anyone to think that this Government Subsidy of 
85,000.00 has put an end to our financial worries. Though the Fathers are only 
taking a very meagre maintenance allowance, the heavy task of meeting general 
overhead expenses, the cost of Science equipment and of repairs has left all too 
little for the laystaff and we 'have not felt able to afford even a part-time 
Secretary for the Principal. 
 

While, then, we thank each and everyone of those who have helped us, we are 
still deeply conscious of how much we still need further help and co-operation from our 
friends and benefactors, and how much we still need any help that Government can 
give us. For our own part, we shall do all that in us lies to make every cent that is given 
us for the College a hundred per cent. investment for the advancement of Secondary 
Education in the Colony. 
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OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW WING OF ST. STANISLAUS 
COLLEGE, BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING 

THE GOVERNMENT, THE HON. JOHN GUTCH, C.M.G., O.B.E. 

 

 
 

His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government the Hon. JOHN GUTCH, 
C.M.G.,O.B.E.,declaring open the new $36,000 wing of St. Stanislaus College. 

Seen in the picture are (left to right):- 
Fr. B. Scannell, S.J., Principal of the College; Mrs. Gutch, wife of the O.A.G.;His 

Lordship Bishop George Weld, S.J., the O.A.G.,The Very Rev. Fr. R. L. Guilly, S.J., 
the Hon. John Femandes and Asst. Supt. Rex Jones, the O.A.G.'s A.D.C. 

 
 

Your Lordship, Fr. Guilly, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 

Fr. Guilly referred in his opening address to the very large number of official 
openings that we have had in British Guiana and particularly in Georgetown during the 
past year and one has only to look around this City to see evidence of the truth of what 
he has said. In addition there are the large projects such as the Drainage and Irrigation 
projects, one of which he mentioned, which although so many of us cannot see them, 
nevertheless will make an even greater contribution to the economic and social welfare 
of the country. 



 
Now, Fr. Guilly suggested that this project, this new wing of St. Stanislaus 

College is a very small one in comparison with some of the others, but he also 
suggested  that the voluntary effort which has gone into St. Stanislaus is a worthy object 
of honour and of pride. I endorse, of course, the latter part of this statement  but there is 
one aspect in which I think that the project on which I am to set the official seal today 
cannot, be regarded as a very small one.  

 
Fr. Guilly mentioned, so far as I remember the number, that the new wing will 

provide 190 additional desk places, and when funds are found there will be new Physics 
and Chemistry Laboratories in the open space underneath. When one thinks of the 
generations of boys who will receive their education at those desks and in those 
Laboratories, and the contribution which that will make to the future of British Guiana, I 
do not think that this project can rightly be said to be a very small one. On many 
occasions lately, as you may have noticed, I sought to stress in public the very great 
strain on our moral and mental resources which will be made by the new Constitution, 
which is to be introduced next year and I can assure you; I have not exaggerated in 
anything that I have said. The question which we must put to ourselves is: 'Will we be 
equal to this strain which is to be put upon us?' Somehow it is much easier in the case 
of material things to appreciate that greater training and greater skill is required, e.g. to 
work a  new or more complicated machine you would not put an untrained and 
incapable workman in charge of complicated and valuable equipment but I can assure 
you that the new powers which the Constitutional changes which are before us will 
place in the hands of Guianese have very much greater potentialities for the wellbeing  
of the citizens of British Guiana or the reverse if. they are wrongly used; their use will 
call for very great qualities of intellect and also of character ; the test of intellect can be 
found in examinations but the test of moral character will be in the stress and strain 
which the new responsibilities will place on those who have to exercise them - and I can 
assure you that the stress is going to he a severe one. Now if you look on the back of 
your programme in the Historical Note you will see that there is a reference to the 
respect in which former pupils of St. 8tanislaus are held in the Public Service and in 
Professions and in other walks of life. In my own personal experience since I have been 
in British Guiana and from those whom I have met who received their education at St. 
Stanislaus, I can fully testify to that and I feel quite sure that in meeting the need of 
which I have just spoken the very sound moral and intellectual training which St. 
Stanislaus gives will play its full part.  

 
Now just before I conclude by declaring this building open I was approached after 

I had been around the building by the Captain of the School and I was requested to 
declare tomorrow to be a public holiday for the School. I notice as I had expected the 
very loud applause from the audience to my right side. I was about to add that as Officer 
Administering the Government I might be taking a liberty by complying with the request, 
but I am quite prepared to take the risk and as; far as I am concerned tomorrow may  be 
a holiday for the pupils of St. Stanislaus. 
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Debate 

EXTRACTS FROM THE DEBATES 
on 

SUBSIDY TO ST. STANISLAUS COLLEGE 
 
 

 

Hon.John Fernandes 
  

 
Mr. FERNANDES: It is with great pleasure that I move the following motion 

standing in my name as item 25 on the Order Paper:- 
 
"BE IT RESOLVED that this Council recommend to Government that a subsidy 

be granted to the St. Stanislaus College." 
 

Now, Sir, St. Stanislaus has been providing secondary education for boys in 
Georgetown for more than 50 years, without any help whatever from Government. It has 
the finest record of any secondary school in British Guiana, Queen's College excepted. 
It has to its credit five Guiana Scholars, and this year ï 1951ï while it has not had the 
honour of educating the winner of the Guiana Scholarship, nevertheless, it had the 
honour of educating the runner-up. Before I go any further, I want to make it perfectly 
clear that this motion is not being presented to this Council on any religious ground 
whatever, except the question arises whether this organisation is on God's side or on 
the side of the godless. Two of the Guiana Scholars which this College has produced 
were non-Catholics, which goes to show that non-Catholics attending the College get 
exactly the same treatment as Catholic boys. As a matter of fact, if you take the 
percentage of Guiana Scholars and relate it to the percentage of Catholic and non-
Catholic boys attending the College, we may well say that they get even better 
attention. I know, however, that they get every bit of the attention that Catholic boys get, 
so that there is no question of anyone suggesting that this College is there for Catholic 
boys only. 
 

Now, this College, as I have said before, has no equal in British Guiana outside 
Queen's College. First of all, it is a non-profit-making organisation. It has three top 
Masters carrying the best degrees as graduates of Oxford, in English, Mathematics and 
Science, but what do we find? The College, headed by these three Masters with four 
other Clerical Masters and 10 Lay Masters, is unable to run without serious loss. Even 
the three top-ranking Masters and the four Clerical associates get just a bare ï and a 
very bare ï subsistence from the funds of the College. The sum which they have been 
getting for the last few years and which they are getting at present, is the magnificent 
sum of $60 per month, which is exactly $10 less than what the Janitor of Queen's 
College is being paid by Government. These persons give their services at this 
ridiculously low figure because they have dedicated their lives to God's service and it is 



their duty to do everything possible to see that the generations to come are brought up 
in the fear and love of God. If in spite of that very low figure and the fact that they have 
found it impossible to pay their Lay Masters anything that can be considered 
reasonable, they earn less than they are saving at present, one can quite see that it is 
impossible for any other secondary school in British Guiana to offer this same service to 
the public, even with the very small subsidy which we hope this Council will 
recommend. In addition to that, this College, in accordance with all the laws of what is 
right in secondary education, has a Master for every 20 boys. That is the standard 
recommended by the Education Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and 
Welfare ï Mr. Hammond. No other secondary school for boys and girls has come up to 
this standard. Further, this College provides not only for the intellectual but also the 
physical development of the students, and there is a Master who looks after the physical 
side with all the necessary playing fields for the students. Unlike other secondary 
schools, the College finds that the larger the number of children in attendance the 
greater the financial deficit is bound to be. In the case of the other secondary schools, ï 
and I am not saying anything against them because it could not be otherwise, it is 
different.  

 
At present the College has 33 scholarship boys ï 25 Government Primary 

scholars, two Blair scholars, two Centenary scholars, two Kitty scholars, one Jackson 
Memorial scholar and one Police scholar. In the ordinary course of things, if 
Government did not have St. Stanislaus College to absorb these boys and to give them 
the necessary training, 33 more places would have had to be found at Queen's College 
and the very serious situation existing there as regards accommodation would have 
been even worse. I think St. Stanislaus College is an institution that Government should 
try to help because it is trying to co-operate in Government's efforts to provide 
secondary education which is badly needed in British Guiana. When I say it is badly 
needed, I mean secondary education of the kind St. Stanislaus is giving to the children 
of this Colony. 
 

At present there is a very serious situation in this world ï a serious inroad of 
godlessness has taken over a large portion of this world. I know that this Government is 
entirely against that state of things, because the first thing that impressed me very, very 
much when I became a member of this Council was the words in the prayers which are 
read here before each meeting starts. Some of those words always keep coming up in 
my mind, and they are those in which we say: " ... and grant that we may, in Thy 
presence, O Almighty God, treat and consider all matters which shall come under our 
deliberations in so just and faithful a manner as to promote Thy Honour and Glory and 
advance the good of those whom Thou hast committed to our care ... " That being so, I 
would like to draw Government's attention to the fact that there are two ways of 
supporting this godlessness. One is by supporting it directly, and the other is by denying 
the assistance required by an organisation that is doing everything possible to 
counteract this inroad of godlessness. By denying this assistance, Government would 
be helping the other side. There can be no question about this in the mind of anyone. 
 



As I have already said, Government has no fear that any other secondary school 
ï either a boys' school or a girls' school ï can put up a suggestion such as this ï that 
they are entitled to ask Government for a grant. I have circulated documents to every 
Member of this Council showing what the situation would have been if St. Stanislaus 
College was existing in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, instead of in Georgetown, British 
Guiana. When a Bill is being put through in this Council we are repeatedly reminded of 
what has been done in Trinidad, and that was done as recently as last week during the 
debate on the Antibiotics Bill. In my wildest dream I would not ask this Government to 
give to St. Stanislaus College the large amount it would have got if it was in Trinidad. 
The Administration in Trinidad looks at secondary education in an entirely different way 
from that in which the Government of British Guiana looks at it. If I am wrong I think 
Government will pardon me, but if Hon. Members look at the list I have circulated they 
will see how many secondary schools have been approved in Trinidad for Government 
grants. 

 
I have no doubt whatever that if St. Stanislaus were in Trinidad this motion would 

have been approved beyond any doubt. If this Government subsidized St. Stanislaus 
College on the basis of the Trinidad Regulations for secondary education St. Stanislaus 
would get a subsidy of $27,000 a year. Of course we are always told that Trinidad is a 
wealthy Colony, and I am not going to suggest anything approaching $27,000, but in 
view of the present financial stringency in this Colony I am suggesting that this Council 
recommend to Government the grant of a subsidy of not less than $5,000, which is less 
than one-fifth of what the College would have been entitled to if it were situated in 
Trinidad. 
 

When I gave notice of this motion and it was put on the Order Paper and 
published in the newspapers several very prominent citizens of this Colony told me I 
was wasting my time. I replied that I proposed to put my case and if Government did not 
accept my proposal there was nothing more I could do about it. I was then reminded 
that the old red herring would be drawn across the trail ï no money for this purpose. I 
laughed heartily because I really could not see how this Administration could use that 
red herring, which is a very old herring and possibly had begun to smell. I could not see 
how this Government could use that red herring after having spent $585,000 on the 
erection of a Government secondary school out of loan funds, the interest on which at 
3½ per cent exceeds $20,000 a year merely for the erection of the building, taking no 
account whatever of the cost of upkeep. I am not criticizing the erection of that building. 
If Government feels justified in spending even $10 million on the erection of a new 
Queen's College building it is entirely up to Government, but in the same breath it 
should not say that it cannot afford $5,000 to subsidize an institution which has served 
the people of British Guiana well over a period of about 50 years. 
 

I say with very great pride that no St. Stanislaus scholar who has ever left these 
shores to attend a University in England and returned to the Colony has ever been 
accused of being even "pink" much less "red." There must be something behind that. It 
shows that the boys who attend St. Stanislaus College get more than just ordinary 
tuition to enable them to pass examinations. They receive instruction for the building of 



character and promoting a sense of loyalty ï qualities which cannot be bought with 
money. 

 
Very early in this year another organization similar to St. Stanislaus, which is 

undoubtedly serving the same purpose and endeavouring to keep the children in 
Berbice on the straight and narrow path, on God's side, was granted an increase of its 
Government grant from $8,000 to $13,000 a year. Again I supported that increase 
because I considered it my duty to support any organization in British Guiana which 
would help to get the people of the Colony on God's side. As a matter of fact I came into 
this Council because I was on God's side. I opposed a candidate who was known to 
have a godless ideology, and but for that I may not have been standing here today 
presenting this case. 
 

St. Stanislaus has 330 students. The building is hopelessly overcrowded, 
although through the kind courtesy of the Chinese Association a couple of classes are 
being accommodated in that building across the road. If Hon. Members look through the 
windows they will see a new wing being added to the St. Stanislaus building which will 
provide six class-rooms to accommodate between 120 and 150 students. About five of 
those class-rooms are already filled. This wing is being erected in order to relieve the 
congestion at St. Stanislaus. Of course the old remark will crop up "Don't bother about 
St. Stanislaus the shutters are not going to be put up no matter what happens, so we 
need not worry to help." Nobody will deny that, but what will definitely happen is that the 
standard of education which is very necessary not only for the improvement of 
knowledge but for the building of character, will go down, as it may mean the restriction 
of the number of pupils to be accommodated. It may even mean that all those Catholic 
boys who are clever enough to pass the entrance examination at Queen's College may 
be sent there, which of course would mean that the 100 places a year which are now 
available at Queen's College for nonïCatholic boys would shrink to a very great extent, 
and then perhaps the value of St. Stanislaus would be better appreciated.  

 
Let us turn to the other side of the picture in which Government may take the 

view that while it agrees that more of this standard of secondary education is badly 
needed it would try to provide it itself. Well this Council knows very well what is the 
annually recurrent deficit in regard to Queen's College for the education of 500 boys, 
and I know that Members of this Council will say "For goodness sake let us recommend 
$10,000 instead of $5,000 rather than Government should have to find another $50,000 
or $60,000 a year to supply this extra secondary education up to the standard of St. 
Stanislaus." This is the service which is being rendered by St. Stanislaus; it is the best 
bargain Government has ever been offered. It provides secondary education for 330 
boys, and I understand that the number will be increased to about 400 when the new 
wing is completed. To ask for a subsidy of $5,000 or $10,000 for such a service to the 
community is, I submit, a very modest request. I was advised to ask for more but I want 
to be sure as to what the financial position of the Colony is going to be next year before 
I suggest a sum higher than $5,000. 

 



I think I have established that there is need for this class of secondary education 
for at least 400 boys; that it would not create any embarrassment to Government 
because no other secondary school is up to this standard; that $5,000 a year would not 
make the slightest difference to the finances of the Colony, and that the service which is 
being rendered by this College to the youngsters of the Colony is one really beyond the 
price of money. I do not want to be too long. I do not foresee any possible opposition to 
the motion in view of the facts I have presented. I formally move the motion. 

 
Mr. ROTH: I have pleasure in seconding the motion. 
 

[Here followed the debate] 
 

*  *  *  * 
The PRESIDENT: I will now call upon the Hon. Mover of the motion to reply. 
 
Mr. FERNANDES: I will reply to remarks made by Members other than the 

Financial Secretary and I will deal with his remarks at the end. From the time St. 
Stanislaus College was started until this day, it has always worked in the fullest co-
operation with the Department of Education. The College authorities have nothing to 
hide; they are not asking for this grant to put it into the Bank or to erect buildings. They 
are asking for it so as to be able to pay their Lay Masters reasonable salaries so as to 
prevent them from leaving in the middle of a term and taking employment with 
commercial people or of going to Queen's College as was done in a recent case. 
Queen's College has recently taken one of the Masters of St. Stanislaus College, and a 
very fine Master indeed. I do not blame them for doing so, and St. Stanislaus, being a 
poor College, had to bow. The College would like, however, to pay its Lay Masters not 
the equivalent to what they would get at Queen's College, but at least sufficient to 
enable them to live. No man, no matter how he loves his organization, can be expected 
to stick to it unless he can get at least three square meals a day for himself and his 
family.  

 
I have never felt more like a beggar than in this case. I am not begging even for 

St. Stanislaus itself, but for the young Lay Masters engaged in teaching there. The Hon. 
Member for Essequibo River started to draw a "blue herring" across the trail, and that is 
the herring of primary education. I think it is well known to Government that the persons 
responsible for giving secondary education to the children of this Colony for over 50 
years and without any Government contribution are the Catholic Body. They have also 
contributed more than their fair share to primary education in the Colony and are still 
contributing. I am sure Government realises what it would have cost them if they had to 
erect all the Governing primary schools there are in British Guiana. It would have cost 
them a very tidy sum indeed. 
 
 Let us go back to the point as to what would, happen if Government gives St. 
Stanislaus College this grant. I have already pointed out that no other secondary school 
has come up to its standard without aid. We have, for instance, the Bishop's High 
School, which was a private secondary school for a number of years. The authorities did 



a fine job, but they discovered long before now that it was impossible to give secondary 
education without the aid of Government. In the first place, Government gave them a 
grant which was in the vicinity of $30,000.00 a year, but that was not sufficient, and 
everybody knows what happened when the building started to go to pieces. 
Government had to come in and erect a new building, and the idea was entirely 
supported by this Council. 
 

As regards the remarks made by the Financial Secretary, it is a great pity that 
this Government did not realise what was coming upon us with regard to primary 
education especially, when they decided to spend $585,000.00 for just a building for 
Queen's College. St. Stanislaus is now adding a wing to accommodate six classrooms, 
but that would not cost Government one cent. The general position of education, 
especially primary education, is really outside this question. I know that the Financial 
Secretary (Acting) is an expert on education, having worked in a senior capacity at the 
Education Department, and I am sure he will admit that by denying St. Stanislaus 
College $5,000.00 from the Education vote would not make any difference as to 
whether the children of the Colony would get more primary education. We are told that 
this is an agricultural country and that we are on the threshold of economic 
development. Why do we say that our children need more secondary education if that 
statement is correct? These children will have to take their places in the development of 
the country, however, and should not be denied the necessary education. 

 
Of course, I expected Members to say that if the grant is not given St. Stanislaus 

College would have to shut down. I refrained from saying so myself yesterday, because 
I do not agree that anyone should come here with a threat that if the grant is not given 
the College will shut down. Hon. Members are right in saying so because the College 
was being run at a deficit for years, but there are certain people in this Colony who are 
prepared to dig deep into their pockets in order to keep the College going. I feel that 
every child should be given an opportunity to secure a good education. As I pointed out 
yesterday, St. Stanislaus College does not only give the children education from an 
intellectual standpoint, but it also gives them character. I should have said this 
yesterday but will say it now. If anyone asks the Heads of the various Government 
Departments what is their opinion of the average St. Stanislaus College boy who 
obtains employment with Government, I am sure the answer he would get is that they 
are hard-working, honest and respectful to their elders. 

 
The PRESIDENT: I do not think anyone would deny that. Nobody is saying they 

are not. 
 

Mr. FERNANDES: I am glad you have said so, Sir, because if anyone cannot 
deny that I do not see how it would he just to oppose this grant. Here again I would 
point out that in the prayers which we say in this Council we ask God to let us "Treat 
and consider all matters which shall come under our deliberations in so just and faithful 
a manner as to promote Thy Honour and Glory and advance the good of those whom 
Thou hast committed to our care ...." Here is an institution which is asking for something 
which is fair and just, and yet I am very very disappointed to find that there is some 



opposition on the part of Government. I am not going to detain the Council any longer; I 
am going to commit this motion to the consideration of Hon. Members, knowing that 
when this prayer is read every day in this Chamber they will appreciate its meaning and 
its importance. 
 
 Motion put and agreed to. 
 

The PRESIDENT: I might add that the resolution having been passed by this 
Council, Government will consider it in the light of what has been said, and see what 
they can do. The debate has been an interesting one. I agree with the Hon. Mover in 
saying that St. Stanislaus College is doing very efficient and valuable work in the Colony 
and is fully deserving of a grant. 
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APPEAL 
To Former Pupils, 

To Parents of Past and Present Pupils, 
AND 

To Other Friends of St. Stanislaus College. 
 
 

 
 

The first phase of the work on the Extension of St. Stanislaus' College has been 
completed. Six new large airy class-rooms have been provided and very little more work 
will be required to transform the bottom floor of the New Wing into two new Science 
Laboratories. 
 

What a difference it has made to the life of the College. The two classes which 
had had to be accommodated in the building of ,the Chinese Association have been 
able to return to the College. Two improvised class-rooms have been dismantled; a 
larger staff-room has been made available as well as a study room for the Sixth-
formers, and a Iarge portion of the ground-floor of the Old Wing has been made 
available once more for assemblies. There is now ample accommodation for our 340 
boys and gradually we shall be able to build up larger Fifth and Sixth Forms and 
increase our numbers by forty or more.  
 



And  the cost? What we have done has cost more than $35,000. Our original 
Building Fund, generous donations, our Bingo &c., have wiped out half of this sum; but 
about $17,000 still remains to be found, and the completion of the Science Laboratories 
will cost three or four thousand dollars more.  

 
The Government Grant of $5,000 is all needed to meet annual current expenses. 

There is no possibility of the College income ever exceeding expenditure. The money 
required must be found by other means: by donations, by the "Wonderland" Fair, and by 
other such efforts.  

 
St. Stanislaus is making an essential contribution to the Secondary Education of 

the Colony. We ask you to share in this grand work by sending a generous donation to 
help to complete the Laboratories and to pay off the debt. 
 

 
R. L. GUILLY, S.J., 

Superior. 
Chairman of the Board of Governors. 

B. SCANNELL, S.J., 
Principal. 
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